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The Age Collection
Combining timeless tradition with contemporary understanding,
Royal Salute introduces The Age Collection – a celebration of
longevity and dedication in the year Queen Elizabeth II became
Britain’s longest-serving monarch. Our master blender has carefully
chosen the best from Royal Salute’s prized collection of fine, aged
whiskies to create 10 subtle blends of 10 different ages to mark this
historic achievement.
The collection comes from the heart and soul of the Royal Salute
story. The time-honoured Scotch whisky blend was created to mark
the Queen’s 1953 coronation. Back then, even 12-year-old whiskies
were a rare post-war luxury, so Royal Salute’s 21-year-old blend paid
homage to the monarchy that helped preserve freedom. Sixty-two
years on, Royal Salute’s craft and skill is still a rare pleasure – with the
luxury of time as its most important ingredient.
The Age Collection is a showcase of the blender’s art and time’s
subtle craftsmanship. The youngest blend contains only whiskies
that are 21 years or older. The 10 blends ascend, year by year, to
30 years old – with each telling its own story, from the blend of
whiskies created in long-closed distilleries, to the blend warmed
by the lazy sun in sleepy sherry casks, to the blend bouncing with
the crisp energy of first-fill American oak barrels. It is, like a life
well lived, a true and lasting adventure.
The collection comes mounted on a rare, handcrafted plinth,
carved from 8,000-year-old Neolithic wood, and each blend rests
in a handcrafted crystal bottle, made using techniques dating back
to the first century A.D. This is a special opportunity to understand
Royal Salute’s endless quest to honour the most distinguished
palates with the gift of time.
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A Taste of Time
Each of these blends is a bespoke, handcrafted one-off – they have
not been through a bottling plant, just hand mixed and bottled by
our master blender in the sampling room over the course of months.
After they’re finished – and we suggest you take it slowly – the
world will never taste these pinnacles of the blender’s craft again.
The 21-year-old
is richer and sweeter than our signature 21 Years Old blend –
there’s a high proportion of malt whisky added, bringing voluptuous
hints of toffee and peach. A sensual blend with a long finish.
Nose

Rich and sweet, with notes of creamy toffee and ripe peaches in syrup.

Finish

Long, sweet and fruity.

Taste

Fondant orange smothered in milk chocolate, honeycomb candy and
poached pears.

The 22-year-old
contains a higher proportion of malts from first-fill American
oak barrels. The casks, full of maturation potential, are sweet,
adding traces of vanilla and honey, like a first kiss among the buds
of spring, and the thrilling shiver of the tangy nights that follow.
Nose
Taste
Finish

Honey and vanilla in abundance, soft red apple, toasted almonds and a
sensation of treacle toffee.
Runny honey and vanilla echoing the nose, sweet home-made orange
marmalade, with a touch of ginger.
Long and tangy.

The 23-year-old
is the old-fashioned kind, containing some whiskies from distilleries
that are no longer in existence. This blend contributes to their
legacy – it contains flavours that can never be reproduced, like
the memory of your finest hour.
Nose
Taste
Finish
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Old-fashioned boiled sweets (barley sugar), vanilla, a touch of milk
chocolate and hazelnuts.
Incredibly creamy, smooth and perfectly balanced. Concentrated vanilla
with a mixture of luxurious ice cream texture and peach melba.
Medium and very slightly dry.
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The 24-year-old
contains whiskies matured in top-quality hogsheads. The background
of subtle, nutty oak recalls the quiet moments of an outsider with a
purpose. Its finish is long and slightly dry – like the wit of a wise man.
Nose

Apricot jam, subtle, sweet oak notes, crusty bread and creamy banoffee pie.

Finish

Long and dry.

Taste

Replicates the nose perfectly with a rich, creamy toffee and ripe-banana flavours.
Also a background of subtle, nutty oak.

The 25-year-old
is the most faithful to its family, with the hints of spice, cinnamon
and sweet pink lady apples of the Royal Salute bedrock malts,
including Strathisla, contributing perfectly to this blend’s
character. The finish is sweet and smooth, like the first moment
of a long holiday.
Nose

Creamy toffee, moist madeira cake and a touch of spicy liquorice root.

Finish

Sweet and silky smooth.

Taste

Sweet red apples (pink lady) soaked in honey and cinnamon, and soft, creamy
caramel toffee.

The 26-year-old
boasts two brothers from a single glen. Rich and delicate with
the floral blossom of the gorse that surrounds them, its finish is
long and sweet, like a summer evening.
Nose
Taste
Finish

Soft, ripe fruits, predominantly peaches in syrup, and delicate notes of vanilla
and toasted oak.
Luxuriously sweet with rich, fruity flavours, namely raspberry and soft fudge
with a delicate floral blossom (gorse) note in the background.
Long and sweet.

The 27-year-old
contains a Speyside classic – a generous proportion of malts
from the first legally distilled whisky in Scotland. You could say
these are where the story of fine whisky began. Speyside malts
are renowned for being smooth, and this elegant blend offers
deep fruitcake flavours and a long, spicy, tangy finish.
Nose
Taste

Finish
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Old-fashioned pear-drop sweets, stewed plums, a touch of spicy gingerbread
and moist sultanas.
Deep and fruity, with concentrated dessert-pear and rich fruitcake flavours.
Long, spicy and tangy.
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The 28-year-old
is the rich fulfilment of the 23-year-old’s promise – similar in
style but softer and finer, with the insolent demands of peaches
and fudge claiming the tongue. Compare and contrast and feel
the difference.
Nose
Taste
Finish

Notes of vanilla chocolate and ripe honeydew melon, sweet clementine
orange and a sensation of bonfire smoke.
Engulfs the mouth with wonderful, sweet, fruity flavours (peach), allied
with flavours of rich and creamy raisin fudge.
Long, full and sweet.

The 29-year-old
contains whiskies that have been matured in sherry casks –
European oak with the influence of the Spanish plains. Expect
ripe damson plums and a long, sleepy finish – like a drifting
Andalucian afternoon.
Nose
Taste
Finish

Rich and spicy raisin fruitcake, ripe damson plums and dark chocolatecovered ginger sweets.
Perfectly complements the nose with the sweet and tangy flavours of
dark chocolate and ripe plums, followed by ginger, aniseed and liquorice.
Long and fruity.

The 30-year-old
is the venerable head of the clan – there are whiskies in this
blend that are older than some European countries. Based on
the generous, tropical base notes of Speyside single malts and
the rich, sweet, creamy touch of Orkney malts, its long, sweet
finish may never quite leave you.
Nose
Taste
Finish
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Rich, ripe pears, concentrated pineapple, almost tropical in appearance, 		
honeycomb candy smothered in milk chocolate.
Orange liqueur chocolates, moist raisins, rich, sweet mango and
pineapple and incredibly creamy vanilla.
Long, sweet and syrupy.
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A Story of Extraordinary
British Craft
Given the care and attention lavished on the creation of 10 such
remarkable blends, the obvious question is who could possibly
design and build something worthy to hold this bespoke collection?
For the answer we had to dig deep into the earth and search
throughout Great Britain for rare materials and the finest craftsmen.
Allow us to present the behind-the-scenes story…
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Studio Mackereth
The Age Collection is a rare, handcrafted one-off – and the wooden
plinth that supports these proud bottles had to be just as noble and
unique. For this, Royal Salute turned to architect and designer
Sally Mackereth, whose practice, Studio Mackereth, specialises in
high-end residential buildings, global luxury retail design, galleries
and bespoke furniture. Mackereth previously collaborated with Royal
Salute in the creation of the legendary Neolithic bar, currently
touring the world after its Salone del Mobile debut in Milan in 2015.
Both the bar and this plinth are made from an incredibly rare
wood known as morta or abonos. This hard-to-find, hard-to-work
material is formed when oak trees become buried in waterlogged
soil for thousands of years. The low-oxygen conditions of the
soaking soil protect from normal decay, while iron salts and other
minerals react with the trunk’s natural tannins over time, gradually
darkening the oak’s hue. After many thousands of years, the rich
brown wood turns almost black – the first step in the slow process
of fossilization.

Right: a cross
section of the
plinth, showing
the gradual
transition
in age, with
8,000-year-old
black wood at the
back and lighter,
younger wood at
the front.
Opposite: planks
of ancient morta
wood – the older
the wood, the
darker the plank
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Right: a detail
of the finished
plinth showing
the ‘dimples’
and ‘mountains’,
as conceived in
the initial
design process.
Opposite: Studio
Mackereth’s early
sketches reveal
the ideas for
the plinth and
its relationship
to time

Thus the shade of the wood denotes its age – the darker it is, the
older it is. The bottles are ranked in order of seniority: youngest at
the front, oldest at the back. The Age Collection’s oldest blends
are raised up slightly higher, jokes Mackereth, “like a school photo”.
That’s where you’ll find the darkest black wood, which has been
carbon-dated to 8,000-years-old. When the oak tree that provided
this fell into a passing river, the North Sea was dry land, the Sahara
desert was a lush, cattle-grazing pasture and the ancient Egyptians
had just started farming the Nile Delta.
Studio Mackereth’s care extended to the tiniest detail – a regular
collaborator of the studio, graphic designer Stephen Coates,
created a new identity for the collection. The font, Coates explains,
uses the classical letterform used on pillars and ancient buildings,
but with small elements of some letters missing, giving the feeling
of time-weathered stone.
“I’m an architect, so I’m very rational and logical in my thinking,”
Mackereth says. “But I’m also moved by the poetry of a good tale –
the magical journey through time of this ancient and extraordinarily
beautiful timber is utterly captivating to me. Royal Salute is matured
slowly in oak barrels. As sources of this naturally preserved material
are very limited, this rare, precious oak is the perfect way to display
the time and craft of these blends.”
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Jack Badger
Jack Badger’s workshop is perched high on a hill in Britain’s rolling,
rugged Peak District. The team of self-schooled carpenters and
apprentices who work there use traditional wood-cutting tools –
such as the spokeshave and the adze – that would be familiar to
any craftsman from the Middle Ages. Although, as managing director
Ben Naylor points out, they’re just as happy to use their beloved
1940s thicknesser as they are a state-of-the-art laser cutter.
“We like to spend research days in medieval churches or 17thcentury houses, looking at the techniques they used,” he explains.
“We figure if it’s still standing after 400 years, they must have
done something right. That’s not going to be true of most modern
joinery approaches, for instance. But we use the best tools for the
job – often traditional, but the modern world has plenty to offer.”
To find the morta wood, the company had to travel to the Sava
River, in Croatia, where a local woodyard sends drones along the
course of the river, searching for ancient, buried trees. As befits a
company with deep environmental roots, the Jack Badger team
avoids short-haul flights, so they travel to Croatia by sleeper train,
a journey that takes 24 hours and means breakfast in London,
lunch in Paris, supper in Munich and morning coffee in Zagreb.

Right: the raw
material as it
arrives from
the Sava River.
Opposite: a
spokeshave is
used to check the
colour of the
timber before it
is allocated to a
specific part of
the plinth
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But then, working with this wood is not for the impatient. After
its long, slow marinade in deep waters, each trunk is slowly brought
to the surface by divers and dried for up to 10 years. The Jack
Badger team examined every plank in the woodyard at least twice
before selecting the perfect grain, colour and thickness.
“There isn’t a limitless supply,” Naylor points out. “We didn’t want
to waste any of it – we wanted to trim as little as possible.”
Collaborating with Mackereth, the team oiled and prepared the
wood, then carved out the mountains and valleys for the bottles
to nestle in – but felt little else was needed. “You have a more or
less parallel grain, which produces a ripple effect,” Naylor explains.
“The plinth is quiet, supple and strong. This is beautiful, ancient
wood – we don’t need to shout about it.”

Above: the final touches require the
plinth to be delicately hand sanded
before the wood is treated with a
special wax. Opposite: one of the many
bespoke tools the craftsmen created
for this unique project
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Dartington Crystal
Creating The Age Collection’s delicate crystal flagon was as
complex and challenging a task as every other aspect of this
remarkable collection. Each one was handblown by an expert
team at Dartington Crystal – a traditional glass manufacturer
based in the Devon town of Torrington.
Huge furnaces melt fused quartz crystal – formed when lightning
strikes sand – overnight for 10 hours, at raging temperatures,
to produce soft, molten glass. A specialist team of artisans – led
by master blower Brian Cook – handcrafts each bottle. First, in a
move known as a gather, the perfect quantity of molten glass for
one decanter is scooped out of a vast clay pot on the tip of a long,
hollow blowing pipe.
Royal Salute’s The Age Collection decanter is, in fact, two separate
containers, with one snuggling inside the other. The inner bottle is
indigo blue glass. The outer is sparkling lead crystal. Dartington’s
skilled craftsmen explain the nuances of this complicated process
as “like blowing up two balloons, one inside the other”.

Right: the
quartz reaches
temperatures of
1,600°C, making
it soft enough
to be cut using
shears, creating
a neat edge
for the rim of
the decanter.
Opposite: a ball
of molten crystal
sits sun-like in
a wooden scoop
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As they blow down their long tubes, the team uses paddles of
densely packed damp newspaper – usually made from the Financial
Times, which is better for this purpose than any other newspaper –
to roll over the surface of the glass.
As they roll, an almost magical transformation takes place – the
glass surface, in contact with the damp paper, becomes smooth
and takes on a glossy sheen. The paper, in contrast, fuses into a
dark, dense, compact block with a fine grain, resembling the hard
wood of the paper’s birth. As befits such alchemy, a pool of smoke
appears in the groove of the paddle, resting like a low, midnight
mist once the blower has laid the paddle down.
The master blower then presses molten glass into a graphite
mould to create the perfect shape for use in The Age Collection.
And it really is about perfection: for every decanter in The Age
Collection, Cook and his team will have rejected at least four
finished decanters due to slight imperfections.
All told – from the oven to the hand-cut ridges in the base (called
the ice) of the decanter – it takes four days and 14 skilled artisans
to produce one decanter. Time, precision, care, experience and
craft – what else did you expect from Royal Salute?

Right: the
paddle, made
of packed damp
newspapers, is
used to shape
the molten glass.
Opposite: a
finished blown
decanter resting
in the Dartington
workshop
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Royal Salute
Royal Salute is the world’s only exclusively prestige Scotch whisky
brand, with a range of luxury blended whiskies matured for a
minimum of 21 years. Created in 1953 to mark the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II, Royal Salute combines timeless tradition with
the instinctive skill of the craftsman.
For our celebrated signature blend, only whiskies that have slowly
blossomed in the cask for at least 21 years are eligible. Only the
finest are chosen. Only the skill of the master blender can tease
out their truest beauty. As a result, we appreciate the value of time
in a way few other brands can imagine. That’s why we’re bound
up with the tradition of royalty – we both promise continuity and
flexibility, connecting nations and generations with tradition but
remaining fully present in the modern world. We also like to think
it’s about shared values: continuity, perfection, generosity and magic.
We also know that generations of artists, writers and philosophers
have dedicated their lives to understanding mankind’s relationship
with time and our desire for eternal life, whether through our
families, through our creativity or through our legacies.
The Age Collection’s work with Studio Mackereth and Jack Badger
is one in a series of forward-thinking collaborations with leading
British artisans, designers and makers. When we first collaborated
with this team on our Neolithic bar – also fashioned from sections
of 8,000-year-old petrified wood – the deepest thrill came from
watching people reach out to touch the echo of a tree that existed
before human civilisation began. Try it. You’ll be surprised.
As we say in Scotland when we raise a dram, saoghal fada is
soirbheas – may your life outlast the mountains and your good
fortune be as limitless as the seas…
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Royal Salute would like to thank the following
for their contributions to The Age Collection project:
A+B Studio / Adrian Lambert / Dartington Crystal/
Jack Badger / Jake Noakes / James Cheadle / Kate Jackling /
Studio Mackereth / Stephen Armstrong
www.royalsalute.com
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